Dennis Lee Rockwell
April 1, 1953 - October 10, 2020

Dennis Lee Rockwell, born April 1, 1953 to Leland and MaryLou Rockwell, passed from
this earth suddenly on October 10, 2020. In spite of contracting Polio at the age of two,
Dennis proved to be tough as nails as he worked through a debilitating disease and
eventually obtained a swimming scholarship to BYU. He graduated from BYU with a
bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education with a focus in technical education. It was
during this time that he met and married the love of his life, Maria.
Dennis went on to teach the Technical Learning and Careers Program, Science, and
Outdoor Survival at Grantsville Jr. High for 29 years. He loved working with his students.
Dennis had many hobbies and talents and was always making or building something and
often teaching someone how to do the project at the same time. He was recognized as
teacher of the year as well as CTE teacher of the year at Grantsville Jr. High.
Dennis was active in the community. He was a general contractor, maintained the air
quality station for Tooele County, and was on the Board of Health. He was also a Tooele
County Commissioner. Dennis was an active member of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. He held several positions including Stake High Counsel and Bishop. He
loved scouting and worked in the Young Men's organization for over 30 years. He received
the prestigious Scouting Circle of Honor and Silver Beaver awards and is the father of two
Eagle Scouts.
Dennis loved to spend time with his family. He loved fishing, hunting, and river rafting. He
grew a beautiful garden and was known for the delicious "Rockwell corn”. There was not a
place in Utah that he had not been at least once. He was always planning a trip with the
family. He is survived by his wife Maria Rockwell, children; Vanessa Rockwell, Jennifer
Grossarth (Kyle), Travis Rockwell (BriAnna), Colter Rockwell and grandchildren; Kilee,
Ethan, Makayla, Porter, Cambree, Brynlie, Kysen, Teigan, and Brixton.
Graveside service for Dennis will be held Saturday, October 17, 2020, 11:00am at the
Tooele City Cemetery 361 S 100 E.
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Comments

“

He was always a blast in middle school always looked forward to see him and the
stories he told

Garrett - October 27, 2020 at 10:59 PM

“

Mr. Rockwell was such a great middle school teacher - patient, excited about his
subject, and cared about his students. Even though its been 30 years, I remember
well the bridge building and keychain making. He had a kind voice and was
extremely tolerant with our class - which were notorious for driving teachers crazy.
Mr. Rockwell was firm enough that the boys behaved, but part of his classroom
management was providing interesting things to learn. I looked forward to his class
every day. I am so grateful for his example and send deepest sympathies to your
family.
Kimberli Cole Tripp

Kimberli Tripp - October 22, 2020 at 08:51 PM

“

We were saddened to hear of Bishop Rockwell's passing. He was a wise and kind
man. It was a privilege to know him and learn from him. His was a .life that touched
ours for good. You are all in our thoughts and prayers.
With sympathy, Alex and Kathleen Richardson

Alexander E Richardson - October 17, 2020 at 09:16 AM

“

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dennis Lee Rockwell.

October 16, 2020 at 08:08 PM

“

We send our sympathy to the family and remember the good times spent with
Dennis. We are sorry that we cannot attend the service. Best wishes,
Wade and Sandra Bitner

Wade Bitner - October 16, 2020 at 07:39 PM

“

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dennis Lee Rockwell.

October 16, 2020 at 05:30 PM

“

Fall Fantasia was purchased for the family of Dennis Lee Rockwell.

October 15, 2020 at 06:42 PM

“

He was a great bishop he certainly helped us when we became a member of the 4th
Ward
The Newell's

Max Newell - October 15, 2020 at 06:12 PM

“

Bishop Rockwell was always so kind to our family! Our kids loved running to see him
when church was over and get treats from him. He helped us through some tough
times in life and we know he was inspired with how to help our family. We will never
forget the things he’s done for us!

Erin Graves - October 15, 2020 at 11:24 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Dennis Lee Rockwell.

October 15, 2020 at 11:21 AM

“

I remember making plastic key chains in his class. I had three of them that came with
the beaded chain. I kept them on one ring along with my house key. I had them on a
lanyard I always had around my neck. One day, I went to close my locker and the
ring caught on the locker and bent in the frame of the locker. It was bent so bad, it
bent the key and cut my hand while I was trying to pull it off. Later that day I went to
Mr. Rockwell to see if he could do anything about getting they key off or fixing the
ring. He laughed a little and grabbed some pliers. I think he worked in it for about 15
minutes before laughing some more and shaking his head. He got the key off by
cutting the ring. He found another ring at his desk and told me to be careful and
winked. I have no idea where those plastic key chains are at today but I still have the
key to my dad’s house. Every time I look at the key, it reminds me of watching fight it
and laughing. Thank you for the memories and I hope you rest well Mr. Rockwell. My
heart goes out his family

Alayna Magnuson - October 14, 2020 at 05:29 PM

“

Dear Rockwell Family,
This Pitts family truly feels your lose and I am so sorry for the pain you are feeling.
Dennis was a kind, gentle and caring man, that's just how the Rockwell family is.
Great respect for your family.
The Swim Team memories and the friendships it built have always been special for
the Pitts family. I have never forgotten the kindness of the Rockwell family showed
towards our family. Thank you.
Kelly, Love you bud! seems like yesterday we were clowning around in Dennis's
dorm room before a meet. I will be praying and thinking about you and if God is
willing I will see you Saturday.
Neal and Veronica Pitts

Neal Pitts - October 14, 2020 at 12:41 PM

“

He was one of my favorite Teachers when I first started at GJHS when I first moved
to Grantsville. Condolences to you and your family Mrs Rockwell

Steven Jeys - October 14, 2020 at 11:36 AM

“

Dear Maria and family,
I am so sorry for your loss and you will be in our prayers and thoughts. Dennis was
an amazing man. He was always fun to be around and was one to always make you
feel welcomed no matter the circumstance. I will continually cherish the moments i
was able to spend on the river with a magnificent individual. He was one to always
speak to you with respect and love. With all my respect and love, thank you for
sharing your life with us Dennis. May peace, angels, and comfort abound in the
Rockwell families home in the coming days, weeks, and years as they move forward.

Craig Yerke - October 14, 2020 at 09:32 AM

“

Mr Rockwell was definitely the COOLEST teacher in jr. High. He made kids WANT to
come to school, which isn't something many people can do. Any time I and many
other students wanted to stay after school or needed any extra help, he was there.
It's sad to hear of his passin.

Lexi - October 14, 2020 at 12:05 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Dennis Lee Rockwell.

October 13, 2020 at 11:36 PM

“

My favorite teacher. He was a wonderful teacher who would take the time to get to
know all the students in his class. With his unforgettable stories and his
compassionate heart, I will always remember the fun memories and the important
lessons I learned from him. I hope to talk to him again someday!
-Madison L

Madison Lawrence - October 13, 2020 at 10:58 PM

“

Dennis was always happy and smiling, caring, and inviting. He wasn't afraid to make
you feel welcome and cared for wherever he was.
Some of the best memories I have from when I was younger were made with Dennis.
All of our scouting adventures, river rafting, or just being at his home with Colter and
the family. Dennis and the Rockwell family have claim on a special section of my
heart, and I will never forget his Christlike example.
A recent memory I have was when my wife and I stopped by a ward party for my
parent's ward (where the Rockwell family also lives), it turned out that my parents
were nowhere to be found! Dennis and Maria were a sight for sore eyes and we
talked with them instead. It brought me such joy to meet with them again after so
long!
I remember considering their house as a "home away from home" because we spent
so much time over there and they were so loving of all the neighborhood kids. Their
loving relationship is something I strive to achieve in my own life with my wife and
children.
We will miss you, Dennis.

Jared Bertrand - October 13, 2020 at 06:08 PM

“

Maria & Family: We just want you to know we are thinking of you. We are so sorry for
your loss. We are heartbroken as we are sure you are too. We had so many fun
times with you all at the Snake River. What a wonderful example Dennis has always
been to us. We love you, Brenda & Stan Perkes

Brenda Perkes - October 13, 2020 at 05:57 PM

“

Mr. Rockwell was a great shop teacher, and took us to a leadership conference in his
Winnebago. He also spoke at our graduation (GHS Class of '97). Sad to hear of his
passing. Condolences to the family.

Jake Tripp - October 13, 2020 at 04:00 PM

“

It was our privilege to work with Dennis at Grantsville Junior High School. What a
great example he was to the both of us. God bless your family at this time.
Doug and Shelley Snow

Shelley Snow - October 13, 2020 at 03:54 PM

“

Mr. Rockwell was one of those teachers that leaves a lasting impression on your life.
I'll remember his school lessons of building model wooden trusses and shaping
acrylic key chains, and outdoor survival skills. But, more than that, I'll remember his
example of compassion, empathy, acceptance and service. He made every student
feel valued, no matter their intellect or social status. He was a gentle, easy soul with
skills and talents too great to be contained in this earthly life. My most vivid memory
of Mr. Rockwell was on our winter outdoor survival camping trip, when I came
completely unprepared for the frigid nights. The first night I about froze. The 2nd
night someone suggested I put a warm water bottle in the bottom of my sleeping bag
to keep my feet warm. It worked great! Until I heard "glug, glug, glug" and the cap
had come off and now I was wet. In the middle of the night I sauntered over to Mr.
Rockwell's warm and toasty wall tent, woke him up, and told him my situation.
Always prepared, he had an extra GOOD sleeping bag. He took my wet socks off
and replaced them with a pair of his own dry woolen socks. That image is burned in
my mind of the kind and patient Mr. Rockwell placing his own socks on my nearly
frostbitten feet as a shivered from the cold. I look back at that memory now and can't
help but be reminded of our Savior washing the feet of his disciples. Looking down at
a truly humble man doing the most lowly of service. He truly was a Christ-like man.
My prayers go out to his family. He will be sorely missed. But, I'm sure he's still
serving selflessly on the other side. With much love, Rachel Orgill Haider

Rachel Haider - October 13, 2020 at 03:26 PM

“

Dennis Lee Rockwell was an absolutely unique individual. It was like you were on an
adventure every time you were around him. He was one of Heavenly Father's great
treasures. And still is. - - David Rupp 10-13-2020

David Rupp - October 13, 2020 at 01:45 PM

“

Dearest Maria,
I can't think of a time I've seen Dennis when he didn't have a big smile on his face
that just radiated to everyone around. He had a way about him that made you feel
like he'd turn Heaven and Earth to help you with whatever you needed. I'm so
grateful for his influence in my life during my growing up years. You both took me in
as one of your own. There's no words to express the depth of gratitude I feel for both
of you. Nor, are there words to express my condolences. I pray that Heaven's angels
will surround your family at this time and somehow ease the pain of his loss. Until we
get to see him again - may you find comfort in the love and kindness found all around
you!
Love,
Debra (Holt) Brook

Squire Brook - October 13, 2020 at 11:36 AM

“

Mariea And Randy King lit a candle in memory of Dennis Lee Rockwell

Mariea and Randy King - October 13, 2020 at 11:30 AM

“

Mr. Rockwell was an amazing teacher. He would always brighten your day with one
of his stories, or jokes. He was always so kind and willing to go the extra mile to help
you succeed. He was an intelligent man, with a heart of gold. I will never forget his
outdoor survival class, I will cherish those memories and life lessons forever. He will
be greatly missed. My heart goes out to his family. - Morgan A

Morgan Allen - October 13, 2020 at 10:55 AM

“

Dennis was a good friend. We grew up in the same Ward, life guarded together, and
attended BYU at the same time. He was such a kind and generous soul. He will be missed.
My condolences to Maria and his family
Love,
Donna Pratt Garrison
donna pratt garrison - October 13, 2020 at 04:29 PM

“

I had the privilege of serving on the Tooele County Commission with Dennis
Rockwell. He was always well read and knowledgeable about every issue that came
before before us. He was my mentor and my friend. I don’t think I have ever met a
more honest and honorable man in my life. He always tried to do the right thing even
if it wasn’t politically correct. He was a man who loved teaching young people. He
was a great example to the students he had in class. He deeply loved Maria and his
family. He was so proud of all of you. I send my love to you Maria. Dennis will be
greatly missed! God bless you and yours. Matt Lawrence

Matt Lawrence - October 13, 2020 at 01:00 AM

“

Mr. Rockwell was one of my favorite teachers in Junior High. He genuinely cared
about each of his students, even when we were causing a ruckus or talked too much
in class. He helped me, a little 7th grader, feel seen and heard, and kept a drawing of
a horse I gave him on his bulletin board for years, even after I went on to high school.
He was such a sweet, gentle soul and I'm sad to know that his goodness is gone
from earth. I know however that his soul was always destined for heaven and that his
Heavenly Father is so proud of the good he did during this life. Thank you for
everything, Mr. Rockwell!

Sierra Allen Lopez - October 13, 2020 at 12:15 AM

“

He was one of my all-time favorite teachers! I had him for science and wood shop.
So incredibly patient and fun to be around! He’s one of the reasons I became a
science teacher myself.

Heather Taylor - October 13, 2020 at 12:13 AM

“

So very sorry for your loss. Your family and you are iny thoughts and prayers. Amber
Belverstone

Amber Belverstone - October 12, 2020 at 11:34 PM

“

Brother, friend, protector, guide, example and loved for eternity.

Kelly Rockwell - October 12, 2020 at 11:33 PM

“
“

And you are the same my friend.
Neal Pitts - October 14, 2020 at 02:07 PM

We send our love and sympathy to you all.
Darwin (Woody) and Marty Woodruff
Marty Woodruff - October 15, 2020 at 12:56 PM

