Glenna Jean Grant Empey
December 7, 1929 - August 11, 2020

Glenna Jean Grant Empey, 90, passed away at home on August 11, 2020, surrounded by
her loving family and was reunited with her husband, parents, and grandson Ethan.
Glenna was born on Dec 7, 1929 in Bakersfield, California to Glenn Ferrell Forrest Grant
and Pauline Gertrude Stemen. She married Preston J Empey on June 5, 1948 (later
solemnized in the Manti Temple in 1964). Glenna was a loving, wife, mother, and
grandmother. She was preceded in death by her husband, Preston, and is survived by her
children, Robert Empey, Kerry Hatch (Kyle), Jan Lorensen (Preston), Kendall Empey
(Teri), and Tracie Sexton (Ted). Glenna was loved by 13 grandchildren and 5 greatgrandchildren.
Glenna had a wonderful and fulfilling life. At a young age, she knew that art was going to
be a big part of her life. As her talent grew, she developed into an accomplished artist. Her
oil paintings have graced the walls of many local galleries including the Springville
Museum of Art. She was a member of the Intermountain Society of Artists, the Oquirrh
Stansbury Art Guild and the Tooele County Art Council. She also spent 35 years (until age
89) painting stage scenery for Tooele High School plays and LaForge Encore Theatre.
Because of her love of art, Glenna taught art lessons from her home studio for many years
and has developed lifelong relationships with many of her students.
As a devout member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- day Saints, Glenna served
in many callings. She especially loved serving in Primary and with the youth. She shared a
love of life and joy and had a special connection with children and animals. Her other
passions were gardening as a Master Gardener, belonging to the Bathtub Reader's Book
Club for over 40 years and playing the violin.
A viewing will be held at Tate Mortuary on Friday, August 14th from 6-8 p.m. Those
attending must adhere to CDC guidelines by keeping their party separated from others by
six feet. Masks are required.

Due to COVID concerns a limited graveside service will be for family members only but
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. on Sat., August 15th. She will be interred at the Tooele
City Cemetery.
Streaming link
https://my.gather.app/remember/glenna-empey
In lieu of flowers, please donate to Best Friends Animal Society
https://support.bestfriends.org/
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Comments

“

Glenna was a bright star in the lives of our family. She was our first friend when we
moved to Tooele. What a great neighbor. She loved my children. Jake and Meg had
no qualms about just dropping in to see her. She and Pres took the kids kite flying
and hiking; memories they will never forget. Her art lessons were the best. We will
never forget her and her loving kindness and boundless generosity. I feel so badly
that I didn't see this in time to pay our respects. We were just remembering her the
other day and talking about her, her animals, her energy, her love of life! What a
lady!!!

Denise Lambert - September 02, 2020 at 11:05 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Glenna Jean Grant Empey.

August 31, 2020 at 01:23 PM

“

I have known and admired this great lady for many years. I first met her when we
moved into the 12th ward. After getting to know her, I wished to be like her, she was
such an example of love, kindness and was always positive and young at heart. My
girls, Jennifer, Carey, Tiffany and Lori had the privilege and fun of taking art lessons
from her. They loved to go to the lessons and loved to be around her. Tiffany recently
moved over the back fence and would visit with her often. Her children, my
grandchildren will miss visiting with her, as even in her pain, she would welcome
them and make them feel loved. Our family sends our love and thankfulness for such
a beautiful life she shared with us. She will be greatly missed by so many!
Brent and Valery Christensen

Valery Christensen - August 16, 2020 at 02:06 PM

“

Our family has only known Glenna for a few short years. What a woman! So full of
life and love for all and so much fun. We love her art, her children and grandchildren,
especially Kirstie! It has been fun to hear all the fun stories she shared with us and
also for her love for animals. I think they instinctively know they have a friend in
Glenna. We are happy to contribute to the Best of Friends Animal Society in her
honor. We loved hearing of her animal stories too. Glenna, What a woman! You will
be missed greatly

barbara wright - August 14, 2020 at 06:35 PM

“

Susan and Brad Rappleye purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of
Glenna Jean Grant Empey.

Susan and Brad Rappleye - August 14, 2020 at 02:41 PM

“

35 years ago THS was putting on another big production. I desperately pleaded with
my drama students to get help with the scenery. Tracie said, "My mom is an artist."
Glenna came to paint scenery and stayed for the next 35 years. This grew into a
great working relationship and a wonderful friendship. I especially loved it when
Glenna told me that in all her paintings of large backdrops, she would always paint a
tiny naked woman. The audience couldn't see it, but the students loved looking for it it was "decent", of course.What wonderful times we had! I love the memory of you up
on that 12 foot scaffolding painting the huge backdrop. Thank you my friend. Thank
you for sharing your talent and trusting me with the education of your children. You
will be greatly missed. I love you. Thank you for loving dogs as much as I do. My
thoughts and prayers are with the Empey family.

Carol LaForge - August 14, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

Glenna was my back door neighbor for 26 years. We used to talk a lot through the
fence before the grapevines grew and block our view. We had a dog named ‘Lucky’
our dog loved Glenna better than it did us! She begged us to bury it in her backyard
with the rest of all of her pets but we opted to bury it in ours. Never met a more loving
spiritual person in my life. She and Pres. were pretty wonderful people and they’re
truly Going to be missed! Rob we want you to know that we love you too and we’re
sure sorry for your loss. But what a legacy your parents left behind. We love you!
Please know that we will miss her terribly! Love Shelby and Shayne Terry

Shelby Terry - August 13, 2020 at 10:44 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Glenna Jean Grant Empey.

August 13, 2020 at 08:32 PM

“

Glenna was such a beautiful soul; she will be deeply missed by many. Among her
loves were her furry friends so I’m glad to contribute to the Best Friends Animal
Society in her memory. With deepest sympathy and love to her dear family, Linda
Frank

Linda Frank - August 13, 2020 at 08:27 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Glenna Jean Grant Empey.

August 13, 2020 at 04:51 PM

“

I love Glenna so much. We had the opportunity to serve with each other in a Primary
Presidency many years ago. She made it so fun and helped me out so much. She
loved her Primary children. She had the greatest witch cackle I've ever heard. I love
her and I am going to miss her smile and her hugs. She is definitely going to be
missed.
Brenda Perkes

Brenda Perkes - August 13, 2020 at 12:45 PM

“

I remember when Glenna painted a mural on my wall going down the stairs. It was of two
cranes standing in water with greenery around them. It looked so real you had to look twice
at them.The mural should have taken about two weeks to complete instead it took her
about 5 weeks because when she arrived each morning to start to paint we would start
talking about fun things we had done in the past and talk about grandkids, families and
friends and dumb antics. We laughed for half the day. What a very special friend she was.
Helen Ekins - August 13, 2020 at 08:14 PM

“

I loved Glenna. When I first moved to Tooele 47 years ago Glenna was one of the first
persons to help make me feel welcome we soon became life long friend. She was so much
fun to be with and such a caring kind woman . I will miss her dearly.
Karie Jackson - August 16, 2020 at 01:49 PM

