Janet Elizabeth Matson Heiniger
March 13, 1922 - July 18, 2019

Thursday, July 18, 2019, heaven received a very precious soul. At the age of 97, our
mother, Janet Elizabeth Matson Heiniger, quietly slipped away in her home in Tooele,
Utah, with loved ones around her.
No one loved her family more than this woman. Mom was fierce in her love and devotion
to every single person. Her close bonds with her sisters was something we always loved
to see. If anyone in the family regardless their connection, by blood or borrowed, needed
help, she would want to know how she could help. She was always willing to donate her
money or her time, whatever was needed. She never missed anyone’s birthday.
Janet met her sweetheart, Fred (Fritz) Werner Heiniger and they were married April 19,
1942. Their marriage was solemnized in the Salt Lake Temple on August 10, 1942, just
before he left to serve in World War II. Our dad loved Mom with all his heart and always
strived to make her happy. Dad Passed away August 10, 1980. So, for 39 years, Dad has
been patiently waiting for her to come home.
Many times over the years, she came close to leaving this earthly life, but her Scottish
blood proved worthy of the fight, and her love and dedication to her children and
grandchildren proved strong. She’d say “No, not yet, I can’t leave just yet” and each time
she rallied back. But the body can only fight just so long. The latest years, the health
challenges were very hard, the fight took all she had. When her sisters Bernice (in
February) and Florence (in May) stepped over that threshold into heaven, her saddened
heart began to struggle with the challenges. Heaven was in earnest now.
Thursday evening, we only stepped away for a brief moment - Dad, surely seeing his
opportunity. Stepped in, took her by her hands, pulled her to him for a long-awaited
embrace and said, “It is time.” And she went. Just like that.
Janet was born on March 13, 1922, the second of eight children born to David Bernard
and Esther B. Taylor Matson. She was born in Provo, Utah, but spent the majority of her
life in Tooele, attending school and raising her own family there. Over the years, she also
lived in Idaho, Canada, Arizona, Oregon, Washington, California, Oklahoma, Texas,
Hawaii, and Nevada, always coming home to Tooele in between. Janet and Fred moved
frequently over the years, but Janet made home comfortable, homey, and welcoming
wherever she lived.

As a young girl in school, Janet became friends with another girl, living in the Japanese
Internment Camp nearby. She expressed great concern at the conditions her friend had to
live in and had great compassion for their circumstances. When her son, David’s high
school friend, Wyatt, needed a home, she took him in. She never liked to sit by and not try
to make someone else’s life better.
Janet worked at the Tooele Ordinance Depot during World War II under the watchful eye
of her mother, who herself had become a young widow raising Janet and her siblings
alone. Once the war was over, she dedicated her life to her family. She loved lilacs and
the color purple, the movie, “Gone with the Wind,” getting together with her family,
Saturday evenings playing Hearts, Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy movies, Mario
Lanza, Hallmark Movies, and Murder She Wrote re-runs. She was room mom for most of
her children. Every Christmas she made a cookie house, popcorn cake and carrot pudding
with lemon sauce. She sent many care boxes filled with Swiss Cookies and raisin filled
cookies to her children and grandchildren who lived away. In fact, she was simply an
awesome cook.
She faithfully held many positions in the Primary, Young Women program, and Relief
Society in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Her testimony stood strong at
all times.
She is preceded in death by her parents, David and Esther Matson, her husband Fred
Heiniger, and six of her siblings; Evelyn Lowery Dean, David Matson, Virginia Mair,
Florence Stout, Ronald Matson and Bernice Peterson Niesporek. She is survived by her
sister, Margaret Mair and her children; Rebecca (Jack) McEachern, Janet (Wayne)
Sumner, Cathy (Richard) Cunningham, Gloria Hooper, David (Susan) Heiniger, and Aline
Shinder. She will be greatly missed by her 28 grandchildren and 65 great grandchildren,
and 13 great-great grandchildren, a multitude of nieces, nephews, and friends. Each and
every one of them knew their Grandma Heiniger and that she loved them very much.
Sincere respect and love are given to Gloria and Aline for their years of being our mother’s
dedicated and loving caregivers. We also wish to thank all the nurses and caregivers from
Rocky Mountain Hospice for their kind and gentle care.
Funeral service will be held Thursday, July 25, at 11:00am in the Pine Canyon Chapel,
2032 Churchwood Drive, in Pine Canyon. A viewing will be held from 9:30 to 10:45am
prior to the funeral. Interment will be in the Tooele City Cemetery.
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