Joseph Thomas Liddell
July 5, 1923 - October 24, 2019

Joseph Thomas Liddell, age 96, of Tooele, Utah, passed away October 24, 2019, after
visits from many of his loved ones. He leaves behind a legacy of children, many
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. His incredible example of integrity, spirituality, thrift
and hard work has been an inspiration to all. To quote some of his grandchildren, “He was
one of the smartest men I have ever met.” Another grandson observed that he was an
unforgettable gentleman.
Joe’s life was full of raising a family and serving in his church. He had a colorful career as
a staff writer/reporter for the DESERET NEWS. He was known for his tenacity as he
covered the court/crime beat, the deadly gassing of thousands of sheep near Dugway
Proving Grounds in Tooele County, and many other news assignments. His many news
stories and life experiences were compelling and unforgettable. He is a World War II
veteran, serving as a 1st Lieutenant Ordnance Officer in the Aleutian Islands and at a
Fairbanks Alaska air base.
He is preceded in death by his parents, Laurence T. and Blanche Liddell, his beautiful wife
Dorothy Jane Whitehouse, and all his brothers and sisters. He is survived by his sons
Jerry T. Liddell, Joseph M. (Eloise) Liddell, Willard (Lisa) Liddell, and his daughter Robyn
(Marshall) Soares.
A viewing at 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. will precede the Service at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, November
2, 2019 at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Tooele 3rd Ward Chapel, 141
West 200 North, Utah Avenue, Tooele, Utah.
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Comments

“

To the Family of Joe Liddell, The Dart family has great admiration for Joe and his
knowledge of Tooele County and his knowledge in journalism. My husband, Paul,
always looked up to Joe as he has spent 50 plus years on the Stansbury Range and
always appreciated Joe's input. Paul was a teacher at Tooele High School and
probably had all the kids in school. I specifically remember Robyn from church and
school activities. I spent some hours at the Jr. High and High School as a substitute
teacher and got to know many of the kids in Tooele. We love and appreciate this
family. Paul and Geneal Dart

Geneal and Paul Dart - November 24, 2019 at 05:21 PM

“

Joe's passing is a great loss to all his family and friends. I rode the UTA to and from
Salt Lake City for several years with Joe. We became good friends, and spent many
hours working together with the UTA Planning department to customize the bus
routes in Tooele County, so as to provide the most convenient scheduling and routing
for our fellow riders. This included attending public hearings and giving feedback
regarding UTA services to our county. Joe was a well spoken advocate both in
person, and in writing resulting from his extensive experience as a veteran
newspaper reporter. Due in great part to Joe's skillful communications, we gained
considerable credence with the UTA planning staff, and were successful in
persuading them to make several route changes, especially during the initial years of
the bus services to Stansbury, Erda, Tooele, and Grantsville. Within the last couple of
weeks I commented to my wife as we happened to be driving by his home on
Second West, "I need to stop by and see how Joe is doing". But alas, I delayed too
long, and now he's gone. May the Lord bless and comfort all his loved ones.
With sincere condolences,
Mel Christley, Grantsville

Mel Christley - November 01, 2019 at 04:32 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Joseph Thomas Liddell.

November 01, 2019 at 01:38 PM

“

To My Dear Friend Joe,
Thank you for teaching me how to do my assignments at the Deseret News.
You were a very dear friend and I missed you when you retired. We kept up with
Christmas Cards until the last few years. I hope you didn't suffer. May God bless you.
Karen Suazo Greenwood and Roger Greenwood.

Karen L Greenwood - November 01, 2019 at 12:10 AM

“

D. W. Liddell lit a candle in memory of Joseph Thomas Liddell

D. W. Liddell - October 29, 2019 at 11:32 PM

“

I will never forget Uncle Joe. He reminded me of my father (Adrian) in many ways.
Uncle Joe had an intense wealth of knowledge, especially when it came to Tooele
and Tooele County history. And he was always willing to share it. He was a dedicated
and insightful family man, devout in his Church beliefs and a friend to everyone. I am
glad I was able to visit him one last time recently. I will sorely miss him.

D. W. Liddell - October 29, 2019 at 11:30 PM

“

On behalf of my family, we would like to send our condolences to all the family. I had
church memories of Joe with him and in conjunction with my father Bert and others.
Joe was certainly a wonderful person and he always brought a smile and great
attitude whenever you were around him. I am sure he is having a grand re-union with
all his loved ones on the other side of the vail. May God bless you at this time but
rejoice in the exceptional life that Joe exemplified. Richard H Weight and Family

Richard H Weight - October 29, 2019 at 02:07 PM

“

With Distinction was purchased for the family of Joseph Thomas Liddell.

October 29, 2019 at 10:10 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Joseph Thomas Liddell.

October 28, 2019 at 10:20 PM

“

He was a very kind and gentle man with a heart of gold. Joe was extremely
intelligent. He helped me many times over the 32 years I spent with Tooele
Commission . I loved listening to all his stories. If you had a question he had the
answer. Thank you for teaching me so many wonderful lessons about Tooele County.
God Bless your family through this difficult time.

Cheryl Adams - October 28, 2019 at 08:23 PM

“

I was saddened to learn of Joe"s passing. He was such a kind man. Always had a smile
and friendly greeting to share. I had so much respect for him and his beloved Dorothy. My
deepest condolences to your family.
Teresa Stephens Shinton - October 28, 2019 at 10:15 PM

